John F Thibeault
May 1, 1947 - March 25, 2020

John F. Thibeault, 72 passed away March 25, 2020 at Huntsman Cancer Institute in Salt
Lake City, UT after an 8-month battle with cancer. He was surrounded by the love of his
family. John put up a courageous, fierce fight all the way to the end.
John was born May 1, 1947 in Medford, MA, son of George and Florence Thibeault. He
was the first of three sons. John grew up in Massachusetts and graduated in 1965 from
Littleton High School, Littleton, MA. He attended Castleton State College, Castleton, VT,
receiving a Bachelor’s Degree in Education, certified to teach history, social studies, and
geography. He received a Master’s Degree in Special Education and Consulting Teaching
from the University of Vermont, Burlington, VT. John’s teaching career spanned 50 years
starting in Vermont. He moved to Kemmerer, Wyoming in 1980 and worked in the local
school district as a consulting teacher and educational diagnostician.
In 1981, John stepped into what would be one of the most challenging and rewarding
chapter of his teaching career working in Rock Springs, WY for Sweetwater County
School District #1. He was a special education teacher for many years at East Junior High
and then Rock Springs Junior High. John was passionate about teaching and touched the
lives of thousands of students and colleagues during his career.
John married Karla Adkins June 10, 1990 in Rock Springs, WY.
John’s interests included playing golf, reading, following politics, discussing sports,
listening to sports radio and a love for photography. He was a fan of the Boston Red Sox,
New England Patriots and Boston Celtics. John had a love for riding motorcycles and had
a passion for sports/muscle cars. John shared his interest in playing the drums since he
was a young man, guitar and his love for music with his family. John enjoyed supporting
his grandchildren’s interests and pursuits and encouraging them to be the best they could
be. John loved to converse with others and engaging in spirited dialogue. John was
forward thinking and a life-long learner.

John attended the Ordinary Faith church in Rock Springs, WY.
Survivors include his wife Karla Thibeault; his children, Josh Thibeault (Robyn), Kristil
Thibeault (Jesse), Josh Adkins (Karilynn), Rhiannon Adkins (Edgar Romero Aguila), Emily
Adkins, and Estevia Thibeault (Chris); his grandchildren, Zakkery, Alec, Cameron,
Brendan, Joseph, Skylee, Malea, Grace (his birthday buddy), Elijah, Isabella, Cecilia,
Damon, Jaydin, Dominque, and Colton; his brothers, Paul Thibeault (Rae) and George
Thibeault (Linda); brother-in-law Ron Knutson (Linda) and one nephew and three nieces;
and long-time friends Dave Barker and Stan White.
John was preceded in death by his parents George & Florence Thibeault and mother-inlaw, Lenore Knutson. The family of John respectfully request that donations be made in
his memory to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude’s Place, Memphis, TN
38105.
Cremation will take place and a celebration of life will be planned for a later date.
“Learn to take longer strides toward your destination-- then risk one more giant step.” –
John F. Thibeault
Condolences may be left at foxfh.com

Comments

“

I loved to substitute for John at the Junior High. I am so to see he passed away. He
was so fun to talk to and such a wonderful teacher. He taught me to be patient and
persistent with the students in his class. He was a great man and respected
educator.

Leslie Smith - April 01, 2020 at 01:30 AM

“

Karla and family, I so sorry for your loss. My heart aches for you. I pray that God
takes you and your family in his loving arms and comforts you.
Emma Sundeen
Mission at Castle Rock

Emma Sundeen - March 30, 2020 at 08:55 PM

“

Sorry for your loss. Prayers for your family. I love reffing in soccer with you. Our
discussion were always fun. I will miss you.

Darlene George - March 30, 2020 at 06:27 PM

“

I worked with John one summer during summer school. He truly cared about his
students. He was always friendly and ready to visit with you. I am so sorry for your
loss.

Marcia Volner - March 30, 2020 at 03:17 PM

“

Dear Estevia,
So sorry about your dad's passing. My thoughts are with you and your family.
Love,
Jimmye Lee

Jimmye Lee - March 30, 2020 at 02:33 PM

“

Dearest Karla, I am so sorry for your loss and pray for all of you in these tough times. I
have many memories of John at East. And of you as well. Sending love and prayers,
"Chuckie" Kershisnik
Charlene Kershisnik - April 01, 2020 at 04:15 PM

“

I know John put up a good fight. I worked with John for many years. He was a great
educator and a good friend. He is going to be missed by all who knew him. Rest In Peace.
Rudy Stevens - April 01, 2020 at 06:52 PM

“

Karla & Family, I was very sadden to hear of John's passing and wish to extend my
deepest sympathies to you and all the family. John was an excellent educator and there will
be many of his students who will remember him fondly for his teaching and his love for
them. I had the opportunity a short time ago to briefly speak with him at Smith's but he did
not mention he was fighting cancer, but that would be John not wanting to burden someone
about his health. Happy to make a memorial to St. Jude's in his memory as that is also one
of my favorite charities.. Jim Forrest
Jim Forrest - April 05, 2020 at 09:06 PM

“

Sweet Karla, This is your old friend, Lisa (Lopez) Coate. I was actually looking online how
to submit an obit for my father when I saw that John too has passed. I hope that you are
well and getting through this crazy time. i think of you guys often. John was an old soul who
taught me so much about being in the schools. I loved his complexity and intelligence.
Prayers for your peace and strength.
love,
lisa
lisa - April 09, 2020 at 01:59 AM

