Edwin LaVaine Owens
February 8, 1932 - October 11, 2019

Edwin LaVaine Owens (Elo)
Green River - Edwin LaVaine Owens, 87, of Green River passed away October 11, 2019
at Memorial Hospital of Sweetwater County in Rock Springs.
He was born February 8, 1932 in Evanston, Wyoming, the son of Charles Otto and
Marguerite Pope Owens. He attended schools in Green River.
LaVaine married Betty Louise Ringdahl on June 6, 1951 in Green River. Their marriage
was latter solemnized in the Salt Lake Latter-day Saints Temple.
He was a faithful member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and served
in many callings. He and his wife served two missions for the church, one to England and
the other to Martin’s Cove.
He was a volunteer firefighter for the Green River Fire Department for many years. He
was employed at Union Pacific Railroad as a Roundhouse Foreman for 45 years before
retiring in 1993.
He had many hobbies and interests including hunting, fishing, camping and swimming. He
could often be seen swimming at the rec center most mornings. He was a great cook and
spent a lot of time cooking for his family. Every Christmas Eve he would cook a delicious
prime rib for his entire family, even as the family get together out grew his house. Every
Halloween he would make each of his children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren
popcorn balls. Over the last few years he would make each of his children a loaf of bread
every week and continued this tradition as his health was fading.
Another hobby that he took on as his health began to decline was making crocheted
winter hats. He counted each one and made 2,716 hats and was so happy to give those to
everyone. A couple years ago he made enough to give every child in the Green River LDS
Stake a hat for winter. One of LaVaine’s most well-known and beloved hobbies and talents
was singing and playing the guitar. He shared this talent with everyone he could. He would
often be asked to sing at funerals and was more than happy to do it. His family loved to
have him sing around the campfire and each person had their favorite song that they
loved to hear him sing. When visiting with family, he would often break into a song to give
advice. If they were going through something and a song would match the situation, he

had to share it.
His beautiful voice will be missed. He had a way of making everyone he met feel special
and loved. The love that he showed his beloved wife Betty Lou has been an example to
all. We love and appreciate the man and the love that he is.
Survivors include his wife Betty Lou Owens of Green River; son Richard Owens and wife
Karon, Stanley Owens and wife Laura, Charles Owens and wife Jana all of Green River;
daughter Judy Owens and husband Kayskaye Howard of Rock Springs; daughter-in-law
Sandy Owens of Green River; sister Charlene Jackson of Rifle, Co; 21 grandchildren, 52
great-grandchildren and 1 great-great-grandson.
He was preceded in death by his parents Charles and Marguerite Owens, son Owen Dale
(Rusty) Owens, grandsons Jaxon Owens, Christopher Owens, one brother and three
sisters.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 am, October 17, 2019 at The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, 1000 W 4th N, Green River, WY.
A viewing will be held 6-8 pm Wednesday, October 16, 2019 and Thursday one 9:30 10:30 am prior to the services at the church.
Interment will take place in the Riverview Cemetery, Green River, WY.
In lieu of flowers, family request donations to a charity of your choice.
Condolences for family can be left at www.foxfh.com.
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Comments

“

Our condolences to the Owens family on your loss. He was a good friend and a great
guy. He will be missed.
Glen Harsha and family, Terry, Nikita,Kaileena,and Gage

Glen E. Harsha - October 17, 2019 at 12:29 PM

“

I enjoyed the times our family got together when we were young. Fun at school and
birthday parties. So glad I got to see him in August. His singing was so beautiful. A
wonderful man I am proud to have as a cousin.

Ardyth Pope Gerst - October 16, 2019 at 05:23 PM

“

I'm so sorry to hear this, prayers and love sent to the Owens family

Angie Failoni - October 15, 2019 at 09:47 PM

“

Sincerest condolences to Owens family.

maryjo defonseca - October 15, 2019 at 06:24 PM

“

I've known LaVaine my entire life. He was there the day my parents got married in
1950, got his guitar out and sang to them "I wish I was single again". There were so
many good times that I can't imagine what the family is going through. The world just
lost an amazing man and Green River will not be the same! Love and hugs Betty!

Carla Mosley Purcella - October 15, 2019 at 04:46 PM

“

My condolences to the Owens family.

Owen Morgan - October 15, 2019 at 01:36 PM

“

Healing Tears - Blue and White was purchased for the family of Edwin LaVaine
Owens.

October 15, 2019 at 01:04 PM

